Russell the Carrot
all content by Jinger Roy (http://jingersnaps.wordpress.com)

Russell is a fantastic carrot-y friend who will add
joy to your life. Not only is he good for your
eyesight, but he is extra huggable and squishable,
and has a smile for every occasion.

Yarn:

Peaches & Cream Cotton in color 1628 - bright
orange (but any worsted-weight cotton will do)
small amounts of worsted-weight green and red
yarn for carrot leaves and smiley face

Supplies:

US size 5 (3.75 mm) double-pointed needles
(Gauge is not the most important thing in the
world here, but you want to make sure that the
resulting fabric is tight enough to not allow
stuffing to poke through. I got about 6 sts per
inch with this particular yarn and needle
combination.)

Size F/5 (3.75 mm) crochet hook

tapestry or yarn needle

scissors

white and black felt for eyes

sewing needle

sewing thread in black and white
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Abbreviations & Definitions:

ml: Pick up the bar between the st just worked and the next st, and place it on the LH needle. Knit into
the back of this loop to inc 1 st.

ssk: Slip the next 2 sts as if to knit. Insert the LH back into the front of these two sts and knit them
together to dec 1 st.

k2tog: Insert the RH hand needle through the front of the next 2 sts as if to knit and knit the 2 sts
together to dec 1 st.

For all crochet stitches and abbreviations? The internet is a much better resource than me for this, trust
me. [ am not so good at explaining those. Have fun with Google.

Carrot Body:
CO 3 sts. Keep these 3 sts on one double-pointed needle, and knit in I-cord for 2 rounds, pulling the yarn
across the backs of the sts to close the resulting "tube."

Divide the 3 sts onto 3 separate needles.

Round 1: *k1, m1* 3 times (6 sts)
Rounds 2-6: knit all sts

Round 7: *k1, ml, k1* 3 times (9 sts)
Rounds 8-12: knit all sts

Round 13: *k1, ml, k2* 3 times (12 sts)
Rounds 14-18: knit all sts



Round 19: *k1, ml, k3* 3 times (15 sts)

Rounds 20-24: knit all sts

Round 25: *k1, ml, k3, m1, k1* 3 times (21 sts)
Rounds 26-30: knit all sts

Round 31: *k1, ml, k5, m1, k1* 3 times (27 sts)
Rounds 32-36: knit all sts

Round 37: *k1, ml, k7, m1, k1* 3 times (33 sts)
Rounds 38-42: knit all sts

Round 43: *k1, ml, k9, m1, k1* 3 times (39 sts)
Rounds 44-48: knit all sts

Round 49: *k1, ml, k11, m1, k1* 3 times (45 sts)
Round 50: knit all sts

Round 51: *k1, ml, k13, m1, k1* 3 times (51 sts)
Round 52: knit all sts

Round 53: *k1, ml, k15, m1, k1* 3 times (57 sts)
Round 54: knit all sts

Round 55: *k1, ml, k17, m1, k1* 3 times (63 sts)
Round 56: knit all sts

Round 57: *k1, ml, k19, m1, k1* 3 times (69 sts)
Rounds 58-65: knit all sts

This is a good time to start stuffing. Make sure
you use something to get that stuffing all the way
down into the carrot point, like a chopstick or the
eraser end of a pencil, before you fill it up too
much. Keep stopping to stuff the carrot
intermittently as you go

through the following steps to ensure a firm, but
squeezable, carrot friend.

Round 66: *kI, ssk, k17, k2tog, k1* 3 times (63
sts)

Round 67: knit all sts

Round 68: *k5, k2tog* 9 times (54 sts)

Round 69: *k4, k2tog* 9 times (45 sts)

Round 70: *k3, k2tog* 9 times (36 sts)

Round 71: *k2, k2tog* 9 times (27 sts)

Round 72: *kl, k2tog* 9 times (18 sts)

Round 73: k2tog all the way around (9 sts)

Break yarn. Put in your final bits of stuffing, pushing it down as far as possible. Thread the remaining sts
onto a yarn needle, and draw the yarn through the sts, pulling them tight to close the top. Fasten yarn
securely with a small knot, if necessary, to keep the hole closed. Weave in ends.



Carrot Accoutrements:

Attach green yarn to top of carrot, using the top "ring" of sts that you pulled closed, with crochet hook
and a slip stitch. Make a series of chain sts of about 3-4" long (or however long you want. At the end of
the chain st row, turn back by skipping the first 2 chain sts and making double crochet stitches in every
following chain st. Because the crochet hook used for this is much smaller than customarily used for
worsted-weight yarn, the strips of double crochet will corkscrew around themselves, resulting in fun,
curly carrot leaves.

At the end of the row, when you get back to the top of the carrot, secure the strip by slip stitching into the
top "ring." Then make another strip! I made five of these, varying the lengths slightly throughout, and
that seemed to fill in the top nicely, but you can make however many you want. Just be sure to finish the
last strip by slip stitching into the top of the carrot. Then break your yarn and draw it through the last
loop, pulling tightly. Weave in ends.

Cut small circles of white and black felt for the carrot's eyes, and sew them securely onto the carrot. Just
pick whichever of the three sides you think is the prettiest. I sewed the black "pupils" of the eyes onto the
white circles first, and then attached the entire thing afterward, just for ease of handling. Make sure you
knot everything securely and pull the ends of the thread through into the stuffing so that they can't work
loose.

Embroider a big smile onto your carrot using your yarn needle and red yarn, using back-stitching to get a
nice smooth curve. In order to keep the stitching from pulling out, I was sure to thread my yarn through
the stuffing (with the knot on the outside of the stuffing) before beginning and finishing the stitching.
Keeping the knot on the outside of the stuffing will make it much harder to pull through, but keeps the
yarn hidden inside of the knitting.

Hooray! You are done! Be pleased with yourself and your new carrot friend.



